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This is a decision on the petition filed June 19, 2002, requesting that the above- 
identified application be accorded a filing date of February 19, 2002, with Figures 44 
and 45 as a part of the original disclosure of the application. 

The application was filed on February 19, 2002. However, on June 14, 2002, Initial 
Patent Examination Division mailed a "Notice of Omitted ltem(s)" stating that the 
application had been accorded a February 19, 2002 filing date, but that figures 44 and 
45 described in the specification appeared to have been omitted. 1 

In response, on June 19, 2002, Figures 44 and 45 were filed, accompanied by the 
present petition. Petitioner argues that Figures 44 and 45 were filed on May 29, 2002 
in response to the Notice to File Missing Parts mailed March 18, 2002. . In support, a 
copy of petitioners' postcard receipt was supplied on June 19, 2002. The postcard 
receipt shows an Office date stamp of May 29, 2002, and acknowledges receipt, inter 
alia, of fifty-eight (58) sheets of drawings. Petitioners request that the application, 
including the one (1) sheet of drawings containing Figures 44 and 45 be accorded a 
filing date of February 1 9, 2002. 

A review of the record reveals that fifty seven (57) sheets of drawings, containing all 
drawings except those on page 30 of 58, are located among the application papers 
deposited on May 29, 2002. However, the evidence is convincing that the application 
papers deposited on May 29, 2002, included one (1) sheet of drawing containing 
Figures 44 and 45 as described in the specification, which was subsequently misplaced 
in the Office. Therefore, the application, including the one (1) sheet of drawing 
containing figures 44 and 45 as described in the specification, is entitled to a filing date 
of February 19, 2002. 

The "Notice" mailed on June 14, 2002, is vacated . 



] A Notice to File Missing Parts was mailed March 18, 2002 requiring the filing of the oath 
or declaration, surcharge and substitute drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84. In response, 
on May 29, 2002 (with a request for a one month extension), the oath or declaration, surcharge 
and Formal Drawings were filed, which necessitated the June 14, 2002 mailing of the Notice of 
Omitted Items. 
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In view of the above, the petition is granted . 

The application will be processed and examined using figures 44 and 45 supplied on 
June 19, 2002. 

The $130.00 petition fee submitted with this petition is unnecessary and will be credited 
to petitioner's deposit account no. 50-1706. 

The application is being returned to Initial Patent Examination Division for reprocessing 
with a filing date of February 19, 2002 using the application papers filed on February 
19, 2002, May 29, 2002 and figures 44 and 45 filed on June 19, 2002. 

Telephone inquiries specific to this matter should be directed to the undersigned 
Petitions Attorney at (703) 305-4497. 
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